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MEMOIRS OF JOSEPH STURGE. 
(Continued from page 151.) 


The motion of Mr. Buxton, to which this let- 
ter refers, was for a select committee to enquire 
whether the conditions on which the twenty 
millions had been granted for the abolition of 
slavery had been complied with. The motion 
was brought forward on the 19th of June. But 
unhappily, on some vague general assurance be- 
ing given by the Government that great vigi- 
lance had been exercised, and would continue 
to be exercised, on behalf of the newly eman- 


cipated people, he consented to withdraw it. 


That he acted on this, as on all occasions, from 
a conscientous conviction of right, no one will 
But certainly many of 


for a moment question. 
his friends, and of the friends of the slave, were 


bitterly disappointed and disvouraged. Turning 
away, therefore, from Parliament, in which they 
began to fear there was no help, they appealed 
On the 14th of Oc- 
tober in the same year, a large meeting was 


once more to the country. 


held at the Town Hall, Birmingham—for as the 
Anti-slavery agitation now began to revolve 
more and more around Joseph Sturge as its 
master-spirit, Birmingham became naturally to 
a large extent the centre of operations. At this 
meeting a memorial to Lord Melbourne was 
adopted, in which the conduct of the planters 
in trying to the utmost of their power to defeat 
the provisions of the Emancipation Act, after 
pocketing the twenty millions paid by the nation 
for the redemption of the slaves, was character- 
ized as ‘a practical and deliberate fraud.’ The 
memorialists, utterly repudiatiny all further de- 
pendence upon the intention or power of the 





























colonists to establish a policy of justice and 
mercy with an ultimate view to the abolition of 
slavery, ‘distinctly stated their conviction that 
nothing short of the entire emancipation of the 
slave from every restraint, except such as may 
be, and is, equally imposed upon the white pop- 
ulation, will effectually destroy or even materi- 
ally alleviate the oppressions of the colonial sys- 
tem.’ On February 1, 1836, another large 
meeting was held at Birmingham on the same 
subject, at which Mr. Sturge made an able 
statement, sustained and illustrated by copious 
extracts from private letters and documents re- 
ceived from the West Indies, showing the fear- 
ful suffering to which the negroes were sub- 
jected under the apprenticeship system. In a 
report of the meeting, which was published in 
the form of a pamphlet for general cireulation, 
we are told ‘that the close of this address, and 
above all the touching manner of its delivery, 
produced a most powerful effect upon the meet- 
ing.’ John Angell James, who was the next 
speaker, began by saying that, ‘after the horri- 
fying details they had just heard read to them, 
and the truly tender eloquence with which those 
details had been followed and supported by that 
excellent friend of all that was good, Mr. Joseph 
Sturge, what remained for that meeting to do 
but to rise, and with one heart and voice to de- 
mand the immediate abolition of the last remains 
of negro slavery.’ The impression produced by 
these and other speeches was still further deep- 
ened by an address of extraordinary power from 
Daniel O’Connell, whose fidelity to the cause of 
the slave never faltered for an instant during 
his long and stormy public career. Thus Bir- 
mingham, which, so far back as the year 1830, 
was the first, under the instigation of Joseph 
Sturge, to give public utterance to the demand 
for ‘immediate emancipation,’ has the honor 
also of having been the first, under the same 
guidance, to declare open war against that sys- 
tem of cruelty and fraud which was attempted 
to be palmed upon the people of England as a 
substitute for emancipation. 

But there was one very formidable obstacle 
in the way of the British abolitionists in their 
assaults upon the apprenticeship system. That 
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was the extreme difficulty, owing to the social 
tyranny that prevailed in the Colonies, of pro- 
curing the evidence of producible witnesses. 
They were in this embarrassing condition that, 
while constant communications reached them 
describing in indignant terms the injustice and 
cruelty practised on the negro, they were ac- 
companied with such injunctions of secresy as 
rendered them comparatively valueless for all 
practical purposes. 

‘It is necessary to warn our friends,’ wrote 
an official resident in the West Indies, ‘ against 
giving publicity to any correspondence with 
persons here. You will be plied by many in- 
sidious persons from hence; who, under pre- 
tence of friendliness to the cause, will seek to 
know the sources of your information to destroy 
those who correspond with you. Let me re- 
quest you, therefore, to be watchful, and never 
to show your letters. Copy out the informa- 
tion if you will; but let them know nothing 
of names and persons.’ 

But it is obvious that such anonymous testi- 
mony would be of little avail against watchful, 
adroit, unscrupulous adversaries, such as the 
West Indians had ever proved themselves to 
be. It was under these circumstances that 
Joseph Sturge adopted the bold determination 
of paying a personal visit to the West Indies, 
to investigate the cause for himself. He had 
been deeply moved unquestionably by the de- 
tails which were continually reaching him of 
the wiserable condition of the negroes under 
the new law. But what weighed with him 
probably even more than this was the fear that 
the planters and Colonial legislatures, taking 
advantage of those dangerous provisions in the 
Law of Emancipation already referred to, would 
employ the interim state of apprenticeship in 
forging a system of restraint and coercion 
that should absolutely defeat the purposes of 
the Abolition Act, and retain the whole, or 
at least the rising generation of negroes, in a 
servile and oppressed condition little differing 
from slavery, for an indefinite period. 

Such were the motives which prompted 
Joseph Sturge to undertake his West India 
mission. It was a much more formidable en- 
terprise than it may now appear. He had 
never before crossed the seas except to Ireland ; 
ocean-steamers were then unknown. The voy- 
age was of uncertain length and of considerable 
peril. The dangers of the climate were not 
small, according to common apprehension. But 
most of all were there reasonable grounds of 
fear from the intense enmity which the white 
population of the colonies were supposed to 
cherish toward all who presumed to meddle with 
their domestic institution. Only five or six 
years had elapsed since the missionaries in Ja- 
maica had been first mobbed, then driven with 
gross outrage and violence from the islands, 
and their chapels burnt in open day. It was 





















































REVIEW. 


amid such scenes and such men that Mr. Sturge 
went calmly forth to carry forward an investi- 
gation, the results of which, it was well known, 
would jeopardise both the reputation and the 
fancied pecuniary interests of the planters. When 
his determination to cross the Atlantic on this 
mission of mercy became known, his feliow- 
citizens of Birmingham met and presented him 
with an address full of sympathy and encour- 
agement, proving that for once, at least, the 
proverb did not hold good, that a prophet is 
not without honor save in his own country. 
Though no man ever less courted publicity or 
applause, we cannot doubt that this spontane- 
ous testimony of regard from those who daily 
saw his manner of life, and were best qualified 
to estimate his character, must have been grati- 
fying to his feelings on the eve of such an en- 
terprise. 
the following cordial and affectionate letter ad- 
dressed to him on the same occasion by his em- 
inent friend and fellow-townsman, the Rev. 
John Angell James :-— 


And no less so, we may be sure, was 


Edgbaston, October 1. 
‘ My Dear Frienp,—Although, in conse- 


quesce of being on the eve of a journey, I am 
much pressed for time, I cannot forward to you 
the enclosed general recommendation, to be 
used as you may think proper in America, with- 
out expressing in writing, what I have already 
given utterance to in conversation, my best 
wishes for the success of your benevolent mis- 
sion, your personal health and comfort, and 
your safe return to the circle of friends by whom 
you are held in the bonds of affectionate es- 
teem. 
licited, as far as your own views of the subject 
would allow, that I might be permitted not 
only to pray for, but with you, before you left 
this neighborhood. That opportunity, how- 
ever, is now gone by, and all that remains is 
that I commend you to the guidance, protec- 
tion, and grace of God in my own Christ.— 
This I shall not fail to do, nor to entreat for you 
a deep and comfortable sense of the presence of 
Him who is equally near to His people upon 
the sea and upon the dry land—in a foreign 
country and upon their native soil. h 
God, whose you are, and whom youserve, be 
your sun and yourshield; may the angel of the 
covenant go with you; and the Lord Jesus be 
with your spirit. 


It has been in my heart to have so- 


May the 


‘Behold He that keepeth 
Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. The 
Lord is thy keeper, the Lord is thy shade upon 
thy right hand. The sun shall not smite thee 
by day, nor the moon by night. The Lord 
shall preserve thee from all evil: He shall 
preserve thysoul. The Lord shall preserve thy 
going out and thy coming in, from this time 
forth and even forever more.’ (Psalm cxxzi. ) 
May these beautiful and comfortable words be 
all fulfilled to the letter in your experience. 
May you have no reason to doubt that you have 
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been moved by an infallible Guide to under-|increase my faith in Thee and love towards 
take this mission ; and may such be its results Thee, and grant that my sole desire may be to 
to the cause of suffering humanity as shall’ serve Thee. In the important prospect which 
convince even the incredulity of affection, and I have long had before me of a visit to the West 
exchange in the minds of some, whose love| Indies, grant that I may be guided by Thy 
made them unwilling to surrender you, the joy- | counsel, and directed either to go or to stay, as 
ful approval for the silent and tearful acqui- it may be most likely to promote Thy glory 
escence. May God prepare your way betore'and the welfare of Thy suffering creatures; 
you, and command for you the hearts, both of but I feel unworthy to be employed even to 
the friends and foes of your mission. May He hand the cup of cold water in the name of a 
give you access to sources of information which’ disciple.’ 


shall further your designs and assist you in the 
accomplishment of your object; and so direct 
your own mind and those to be associated with 
you, as that you may be preserved from every- 





The second is dated ‘ Barbados,’ Ist of 1st 
month, 1837 :— 

‘I have now been several weeks on this side 
of the Atlantic, and, in conjunction with my 


thing that would defeat your purpose. In the friend Thomas Harvey, have been endeavoring 
midst of difficulties may He give you the spirit to collect information in reference to the con- 
of wisdom, and in the face of opposition, and ' dition of the poor negroes in the colonies. May 
when surrounded by discouragement, the spirit! God grant that it may issue in some benefit to 
of might. Be yours the peace that passeth! them! but I have felt such a sense of weakness 
understanding, and the rejoicing of a good con-| in myself, and such inability to approach my 
science. Should your mission fail, may you be heavenly Father in prayer, that it seems very 
submissive and content ; should it succeed, and | unreasonable to expect any good can be effected 
you should return followed by the tears of} through such an unworthy instrument. If I 


negroes’ joy, to be greeted by the plaudits of} 
the negroes’ friends in this country, may you 
be humble as well as thankful. Peace be in 
your mind, health in your body, love and har- 
mony among the friends that accompany you. 
Again, I say, the Lord that executeth righteous- 
ness and judgment for all that are oppressed 
be with you, to assist, protect, prosper and 
bless you. Amen. 

‘Such, my dear friend, are, and will be the 
prayers on your behalf of 

‘ Your sincere and affectionate friends, 
‘J. A. JAMES, 
‘A.M. JAMES.’ 

Mr. Sturge was very little addicted to analyse 
and register his own feelings, and hence it is 
that we have but few and rare glimpses into 
his inner life. But there are two short scraps 
of paper remaining, one written in contempla- 
tion of his West India journey, and the other 
in the midst of it, which afford us a passing in- 
sight into the spirit of profound humility and 
dependence upon divine guidance by which he 
was actuated at the time. The first is uader 
date of August 2, 1836 :— 

‘ My forty. third birthday. I have been read- 
ing this morning the closing scene of my pre- 
cious Eliza’s life, and, in looking back on my 
own progress since that awful event, I am deep- 
ly discouraged in the persuasion that my ad- 
vance towards that kingdom where she is for 
ever at rest has been all but imperceptible. | 


should yet go mourning on my way, grant, O 
most merciful Saviour, just enough of the light 
of Thy countenance to prevent my casting away 
my confidence in Thee.’ 

On their return, he and his colleague pub- 
lished a volume of great value, entitled ‘ The 
West Indies in 1837,’ the first edition of which 
was sold in a few months. 

In selecting Thomas Harvey as his compan- 
ion in this journey, Mr. Sturge was happy in 
having found one who entered with hearty sym- 
pathy into the objects of his mission, and was 
able to second his researches efficiently. 


(To be continued.) 





A PUPIL AT MOUNT HOLYOKE. 


MEDITATION AND PRAYER. 


A young lady possessing a very sweet religi- 
ous spirit, gives the following account of her 
first serious impressions : 

“T entered the Seminary—the Mount Holy- 
oke, then under the care of the lamented Mary 
Lyon,—a very gay and thoughtless girl. I ex- 
pected I should have to become religious some 
time or other, in order to save my soul from 
destruction ; but it was the last thing I desired 
to do, and I hoped for long, long years of en- 
joyment first. 

Among other regulations which were made 
known to us, we were informed that every pu- 


pil was required to spend half an hour in her 


The world, in some shape or other, is diverting | own room ALONE each day. In compliance 
my attention from the one thing needful; and | with this requisition, I entered my little apart- 
though I know its utter vanity; and desire not| ment; all was silent, solemn; I could almost 
to find a resting-place this side of eternity, yet | hear the beatings of my heart, and an uncon- 
so desperately wicked and deceitful is my heart trollable awe stole over my spirit. I could not 
that I am ready at times to despair that it ever trifle with, or ridicule the regulation. I ¢ould 
ean be washed in the blood of Christ. Lori, | not even spend the time in common reading. 
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I tried to do so, but dared not. Conscience 
lifted up her voice, in that deep silence, and 
made itself heard. It told me I ought to pray ; 
and | felt as if the Almighty Himself stood by, 
commanding me to pray, and listening to hear 
if I complied. And yet I had no desire to do 
it. My heart was cold and hard; I was dis- 
tressed, but not melted—afraid, but not peni- 
tent. Slowly the time wore away ; I gazed out 
of the window on the noble range of mountains 
visible from that beautiful location, and beheld 
the glorious works of the Great Creator; but 
while my heart kindled into a kind of poetic 
enthusiasm at the sight, I had no desire to be- 
come the child of that Holy and Divine Being ; 
there was an opposition to the very idea rising 
up in my breast. Atlength the bell summon- 
ed me, and I gladly fled from that dreary solitude. 

Day after day passed in a similar manner. I 
sometimes read a little in my Bible, but it did 
not interest me; yet I never dared to read any 
thing else, so thoroughly was my conscience 
awakened. After some days it occurred to me 
what a wicked creature I was, to be thus un- 
willing to pray, and to seek Him who had done 
so much for me, and who, alone, could save my 
soul. I dwelt upon the thought, and, for sev- 
eral successive days, a sense of guilt accumula- 
ted, till the burthen was very heavy upon my 
soul; and the first sincere prayer I ever offered 
in my lonely room, was wrung from me, by a 
deep conviction of my sinfulness. Almost un- 
consciously, I cried, ‘‘God be merciful to me 
a sinner!’ And He was merciful. He heard 
my feeble cry, and, before any one had spoken 
to me individually upon the subject of religion, 
I had been convinced of my great guilt, and of 
my need of Jesus as a Saviour. Much excel- 
lent instruction was given to the pupils gener- 
ally, and when [ had begun to cherish a faint, 
trembling hope that my sins were forgiven, my 
teacher one day asked me “if I hoped I was 
a Christian.” 

The Principal, Mary Lyon, afterwards had 
a conversation with me, and I need not say to 
any one who has knowr. her faithful earnestness 
and tender anxiety for her pupils, how replete 
that conversation was, with sound, practical 
wisdom. When I told her how I was first.led 
to feel upon this subject, she said, “ Oh yes, it 
is because we do not think, that we are so un- 
concerned. It is Satan’s great device to keep 
souls from God, to occupy them so completely 
with other things, that they have no time nor op- 
portunity to THINK ; when we think, the Holy 
Spirit can gain entrance, and it leads us to see 
things as they are.” 

The pupil thus led to Christ removed to a 
distant land; and thousands of miles away 
from her New England home, she diffused 
the light and peace acquired in those half-hours 
of solitary meditation and prayer !— American 
Messenger. 


REVIEW. 


From “ Way-Marks in the Wilderness.” 
PARENTS. 
(Concluded from page 149.) 

The errors which Christians commit in the 
education of their children, too frequently re- 
veal the true state of their own hearts. The 
duty of providing for their children is made the 
excuse for devoting themselves to the world, to 
which they profess tobe dead. Their eagerness 
to have their children embark in the course 
where they were in danger of shipwreck, re- 
veals a lurking attachment to what they profess 
to Lave renounced. If prosperity crowns the 
cares and toils which were undertaken under 
the plea of providing for their own household, 
their children form the excuse for introducing 
fashion, luxury, and ostentation into their 
homes. When they tell us, “ You cannot put 
an old head upon young shoulders, and children 
will have enjoyment,” there is a strong suspi- 
cion that the parents crave worldly enjoyment ; 
and, after some festive occasion, the children 
will remark that their father, with all his 
prayers and piety, enjoyed it as much as any 
of them. Professing Christians, however you 
deceive yourselves, your children interpret all 
this as intimating that Christ is not the chosen 
and satisfying portion of your soul—that, what- 
ever you may say, religion is an irksome task, 
from which you are glad to escape. Just in 
proportion to the high claims of the profession 
you have made, they will treat all religious 
profession with contempt. A thousand times 
better it were for them that you abandoned a 
profession which you expose to such shame. 
And what must they think of you, who say that 
you are living for God and heaven, and yet are 
base enough to train them for the devil and the 
world? 

You may say: “ We cannot make our chil- 
dren Christians.” No, you cannot. That un- 
converted child of yours is dead in trespasses 
and sins, and it is not in your power to give 
life to the dead. Dead in trespasses and sins, 
by nature a child of wrath! Is this true of the 
child that lies in your bosom, and is this the 
reason of your indifference? The affections and 
dispositions which he inherited from you are 
depraved, and lead down todeath. And is this 
the reasen why you pamper his craving after 
the world, and eagerly watch for every oppor- 
tunity of worldly advancement? If.your pro- 
fession were a reality, these very considerations 
would arouse your unwearied and prayerful so- 
licitude to lead them to Christ, and you would 
as soon ‘ with your own hand unbar the gates 
of hell and thrust them in,” as educate them 
for the world and seek the world for them as 
their portion. 

You cannot deliver them from wrath and give 
them eternal life, but you know One who can. 
He has said : “ Bringthem up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord.” When he gives such 
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a charge, it implies the promise of grace suffi- 
cient for it, and the result of conformity to His 
will cannot be doubtful. The issue is pledged 
in the charge as much as though he had said 
anew : “ Train up a child in the way he should 
go, and when he is old he will not depart from 
it.” God indeed is sovereign. Has he not dis- 
played His sovereignty in making your child 
the subject of such a charge, with its implied 
promise? Your rightful acknowledgment of 
His sovereignty consists in laying hold of His 
promise in the face of all natural discourage- 
ments, and addressing yourself at once to the 
solemn trust. 

The fact that there are many unconverted 
children in the households of believers cannot 
be urged against the certainty of the divine 
promise. The legitimate inference from that 
fact is, that these believers have not brought 
up their children in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord, for the failure must be on man’s 
side. It is not bringing up a child in the way 
he should go to exercise a merely natural au- 
thority over him, to inculcate natural morality, 
though you take the law of God as the text- 
book, and to teach him the punctual observance 
of lifeless forms of religion. By all this you 
may only be confirming him in his aversion to 
the truth. A man may pray with apparent 
earnestness for the conversion of his children, 
and yet the whole tone of his life and the ten- 
dency of the education he gives them may go 
to settle them in worldliness, and teach them 
that such a life is compatible with the hope of 


eternal life. But it cannot surely be said that | 


he has brought them up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord. 

In order to do this, believing parents must 
walk closely with God. Their characters must 
reflect Christ, and their life must testify that 
their conversation is in heaven, from whence 
also they look for the Saviour. They must not 
defer their discharge of their trust till the char- 
acter of the child is matured in sin and folly. 
His almost infantile thoughts should be mould- 
ed on Christ. The earliest opportunities of 
dawning intelligence should be seized to sow the 
good seed, for it is impossible to decide how 
early conscience begins to speak, or a sense of 
the need of a Saviour may be awakened. We 
know not how early a heart may be attracted by 
the charms, or melted by the love of Jesus; but 
we know that they were very young children of 
whom He said : “ Suffer them to come unto me.” 
Christian parents should see to it that what was 
said to Timothy may be said to their child in 
after life: “ From a child thou hast known the 
Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise 
unto salvation.” Atthe same time, they will 
bear in mind that the charge to bring them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord cannot be 
fulfilled in set lessons in Scripture, and occasional 
instructions and counsels, however faithful. That 


charge extends to all their associations with 
them, and all their arrangements with reference 
to them. Every thing ina Christian’s home 
should tell his children that Christ is Lord 
there. Every thing in the Christian’s life 
should tell them that he is Christ’s. All his in- 
tercourse with his family should tell them of the 
holy attractions and satisfying blessedness of a 
life in Christ. They ought to know thata 
Christian’s great aim is not that they may at- 
tain the wealth or honors of the world, but that 
they receive a crown of glory that fadeth not 
away. With this end in view, they should be 
made to feel that he is desirous that they should 
learn all that may be useful to them as the ser- 
vants of Christ here, but nothing that is incon- 
sistent with that character. 

This assuredly will not lead to indifference as 
to the cultivation of the intellectual powers and 
the acquisition of useful knowledge. The im- 
portance of such an education will be enhanced 
by its subserviency to an end so exalted ; and 
their opportunities of improvement will not be 
squandered in the pursuit of frivolous accom- 
plishments which can only serve the lowest ends 
of vanity or ambition. A father’s industry and 
confidence in God's providential care will be an 
example to the son when he comes to learn an 
honorable business, not for the purpose of amass- 
ing wealth, but to enable him to maintain good 
works for necessary uses. While the believing 
parent shows that he is Christ’s, he will seek to 
instil it into the earliest and most firmly rooted 
convictions of bis children, that they are to live 
not to themselves, but to Christ; not for this 
world, but for a heavenly inheritance. 

In addressing Christian parents, it ought not 
to be necessary to remind them, that for their 
children as for themselves there is no salvation 
out of Christ. The young are often addressed 
as though they might be saved on legal grounds. 
They are told that ¢f they are good they will go 
to heaven, and if they are wicked they will go 
to hell, and that too by men who would be ready 
enough to denounce the falsehood if it were ad- 
dressed to adults. But while there is no salva- 
tion out of Christ, it is essential to the perfec- 
tion of His character and work that there should 
be no period of human life at which salvation is 
impossible. Our present purpose does not lead 
us to speak of the case of those who fall asleep 
in infancy, and yet we cannot proceed without 
rejoicing that, from amidst the bitter weeping 
over Bethlehem’s slaughtered innocents, there 
rises a voice of divine consolation to every 
mother who sits in the desolate home when the 
prattle of infacy has been silenced: “ Refrain 
thy voice from weeping and thine eyes from 
tears, for thy work shall be rewarded, saith the 
Lord, and they shall come again from the land 
of the enemy.” For the symbol, a broken and 
blighted rosebud, which heathen despair en- 
graved on the tombstones of children, Christian 
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hope would substitute, if human art knew how 
to express it, a flower transplanted to the para- 
dise of God, and expanding there in unfading 
beauty. 

The precise point where conscience begins to 
speak cannot be fixed, but wherever it is, there 
is the point from which a sinner may be led to 
the Saviour of sinners. Faith in Him is not a 
matter of intellectual power and matured wis- 
dom. All human attainments, as well as all 
human services, are so completely excluded in 
the reception of salvation, that the Lord says to 
men in the highest pride of their powers, their 
wisdom and their virtue : ‘“‘ Whosoever shall not 
receive the kingdom of God as a little child 
shall in no wise enter therein.” If the wisest 
and the most self-righteous must become as 
little children, who have no pretensions either 
to wisdom or to righteousness, why may not 
your child come to Him who came to save the 
lost? “To believe’? is the characteristic of 
their age—loving confidence is its habitual at- 
titude. Their hearts are at least as susceptible 
as your own of the tenderest influence of love. 
Why conceal from them the love of Him who 
offers Himself to their confidence as a Saviour ? 
The annals of the Church are not without in- 
stances of conversion at a very early age, and if 
the instances recorded are not more numerous, 
it is probably because the prevailing impression 
even of Christian parents, has prevented them 
from recognizing a work of grace when it has 
occurred in their own households, and has pre- 
vented the profession of faith on the part of 
their children till they had reached maturer 
years. But without dwelling upon the proofs 
which the Scriptures and these annals afford, 
the Christian parent surely has a sufficient en- 
couragement in the injunction to bring them u 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, for 
confident prayer and unwearied effort. 

Human wisdom and strength are indeed in- 
adequate to this office, but with that injunction 
before them, believing fathers and mothers may 
go together toa throne of grace, and wrestle 
with God on behalf of their children, in the as- 
surance that according to their faith so it will 
be to them. When can any two believers agree 
on earth as touching one thing, if not a father 
and a mother pleading for the soul of their 
child? Parents! in this case your children will 
be more to you than sweet playthings for the 
entertainment of your leisure. But in the midst 
of these solemn responsibilities, as you are sus- 
tained by the grace of God, the home which is 
ordered on these holy principles, and for these 
holy ends, will become to you and your chil- 
dren a scene of peace and happivess such as 
earth rarely witnesses. What an over-payment 
of delight will you have for all your pains and 
toil in the day when you know that they are 
indeed children of God. Until that day comes, 
the promise of God will be a satisfying security 


for the blessed result. Even should you be 
called away from them before you have distinet- 
ly seen the evidences of a work of grace in them, 
you know that your presence or absence does 
not affect the ce: tainty of the answer of prayers 
offered in faith in the name of Jesus. The 
faithfulness of God does not require your watch- 
ful eye to see that He makes His promise good, 
and you will say farewell, as confidently antici- 
pating a meeting with them in the day of our 
gathering together unto Him, as though you 
had been privileged to look and see that their 
names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 





Of all the qualities of the mind, there are 
none that so much as vanity seem to run riot, 
like vines that clamber over walls, and upon 
the branches of trees and shrubs within their 
reach; and that seem to’be so unconscious to 
the person carrying them. Vanity is one of 
the most readily detected of a'l the weaknesses, 
of all the perversions of approbativeness; and 
yet, there are few vain persons who are them- 
selves conscious of being vain. Men whose 
faces reek with the expression of vanity, will 
tell you of the monstrous weakness of the same 
thing in regard to others. They seem to be 
unconscious of it themselves; but everybody 
laughs, knowing that they are as vain as those 
whose vanity they are deriding.— Beecher. 
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SCRIPTURE AND EASTERN CUSTOMS. 


Here I am, in a delightful chamber of Sir 
H. Montgomery’s, waiting for my early cup of 
tea, after a most pleasant march of nearly three 
hours through a beautiful country—the rice- 
fields waving with their green mass of blade- 
grass, every field soaked and floated. Literally 
they “sow amidst many waters,” “cast their 
bread (corn) upon them,” “water them with 
their foot,” which removes the petty embank- 
ment when they let in the stream; whilst “ the 
sending out thither the feet of the ox and the 
ass,” is perpetually seen. The language of Scrip- 
ture is, indeed, continually illustrated here. 
The “ taking off the shoe,” when you enter a 
house, as a token of respect, isthe invariable prac- 
tice. The long ceremonious mode of “saluta- 
tion” —the women not carrying their children, 
but “bearing them on their sides,” for they all 
ride on the mother’s hip—the presents offered 
when any one approaches you—the sending on, 
as Abigail did to David, food to refresh travellers 
on their march— the living in tents—the pa- 
triarchal multitude accompanying any person 
of station—the indispensable blessings of the 
former and latter rains—the iron styles or 
pens, and the reed books,—are only a few ex- 
amples out of thousands. . As 
the bearers were changing at one this morning, 
the old usage of girding up the loins, so often 
spoken of in Scripture, struck me. Before 
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they start, each assists his fellow in binding 
their long girdles as tight around their loins as 
they can well do; they then tuck up their 
long flowing garments, into the girdle, and are 
thus strengthened on the one hand and unem- 
barrassed on the other, to run what is really a 
race—-five miles the hour, with a heavy palan- 
The Scripture cus- 
tom, again, of the females with their waterpots 
on their heads, going forth in the morning, is 
seen perpetually—only that the daughters of 
kings and patriarchs now leave the toil to the 
The painting the face like 
It is a sort of yellow 
ochre which is fairly daubed over the whole 
face, and gives the appearance of a newly- 
painted sign-post glistening in the sun. The 
covering the mouth, also, when addressing a 
superior, strikes you; they constantly hold 
the end of their robes in one hand, and, as they 
speak, cover their mouths with their involved 
hand. The bringing a present with them when 
they approach you is so universal as scarcely 
The immense wells, so 
deep that oxen are employed to extract and 
let down the buckets, and the low parapet 
walls around them, and the people sitting on 
the wall, as Jesus at Jacob’s well, and the wom- 
en assembling at these wells to converse to- 


quin, six bearing at once. 


humbler classes. 
Jezebel is also common. 


to excite your notice. 


gether, are familiar scenes. Nothing, also, 


strikes me more than the perpetual disputes 


and battles now, as of old, about these wells. 
Again, most strange are the Oriental notions 


of marriage, the utter disregard of the young 


people’s choice, and the purchase, or dowry, by 
which the bride is obtained. The parents do 
most literally give their daughters without 
asking their consent to the sons of their neigh- 
bors, and take in return the daughters of their 
neighbors for their sons. The Canticles in all 
its scenes, and Psalms xiv., are acted over 
in the East every day. The Scripture meta- 
phor of the “ Church’s peace flowing as a riv- 
er” is literally seen here. So the rain being 
described as “dropping fatness.” Its falling 
“fon one city and not falling on another city,” 
and the inhabitants of several places crowding 
to the fortunate spot, is seen every year. The 
collectors, zemindars, ryots, watch for the fall- 
ing blessing, and envy the fields where the show- 
ers fall. The lands here present the same as- 
pect as Moses refers to 3,500 years since—every 
kind of grain is sown in the same field, in the 
vain hope that if one fails another may succeed. 
European skill is banishing this erroneous sys 
tem; but, when Moses forbade the practice, 
only a Divine inspiration could have carried 
him thirty centuries forward in agricultural 
science. The religious and typical lessons 
couched under his prohibition are a further 
proof of Divine prophecy. The marks of vaste 
on the forehead, alluded to in Ezek. ix., are 
entirely according to the practice now prevail- 
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ing. The devoted idolater carries the symbol 
of his horrid deity on his front. Princes, also, 
write by their chief scribe or recorder ; often 
because they cannot write themselves.— Rishop 
Wilson’s Journal Letters addressed to his Fam- 
ily during the first nine years of his Indian 
Episcopate. 





Tue SAMARITANS.—This ancient race will 
probably, ere long, have ceased to exist, as it has 
long been gradually but surely diminishing. 
At the present time the whole tribe consists of 
not more than 150 persons; and, as their laws 
forbid them to marry except among their own 
people, there are now twelve young men who 
cannot find wives. They dwell at Shechem, 
and every Easter go up with their tents to 
Mount Gerizim, where they keep the Passover 
with precisely the same ceremonies which ac- 
companied its celebration 2000 years ago. 
Like the Jews, they slay the Paschal lamb; 
and with loins girdled and staff in hand they 
eat it with bitter herbs. Unlike the modern 
Jews (with whom they have no dealings what- 
ever) they have their bigh priest, and this of- 
fice has ever descended in the same family. 
The present venerable old man will be succeed- 
ed by his nephew, who is now a rabbi; besides 
these two officiating priests there are six slay- 
ers, whose duty it is to kill the sacrificial lambs. 
Not only is the Passover celebrated as of old, 
but every rite mentioned in the Bible is ad- 
hered to with the greatest exactitude and mi- 
nuteness.—Journal of Sacred Literature. 





HINT TO MOTHERS—SPEAK LOW. 


I know some houses, well built and hand- 
somely furnished, where it is not pleasant to be 
even a visitor. Sharp, angry tones resound 
through them from morning till night, and the 
influence is as contagious as measles, and much 
more to be dreaded ina household. The children 
catch it and it lasts for life, an almost incurable 
disease. A friend has such a neighbor within 
hearing of her house when doors and windows 
are open, and even Poll Parrot has caught the 
tune and delights in screaming and scolding, 
until she has been sent into the country to im- 
prove her habits. Children catch cross tones 
quicker than parrots, and it is a much more 
mischievous habit. Where the mother sets the 
example you will scarcely hear a pleasant word 
among the children in their plays with each 
other. Yet the discipline of such a family is 
always weak and irregular. The children ex- 
pect just so much scolding before they do any- 
thing they are bidden, while in many a home 
where the low, firm tone of the mother, ora 
decided look of her steady eye is law, they never 
think of disobedience, either in or out of her 
sight. ; 
Oh mothers, it is worth a great deal to culti- 
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vate that “excellent thing in woman,” a low, 
sweet voice. If you are ever so much tired by 
the mischievous or wilful pranks of the little 
ones, speak low. It will be a great help to you 
even to try to be patient and cheerful, if you 
cannot wholly succeed. Anger makes you 
wretched, and your children also. Impatient, 
angry tones never did the heart good, but plen- 
ty of evil. Read what Solomon says of them, 
and remember he wrote with an inspired pen. 
You cannot have the excuse for them that they 
lighten your burdens any—they make them 
only ten times heavier. For your own as well 
as your children’s sake, learn to speak low. 
They will remember that tone when your head 
is under the willows. So too would they re- 
member a harsh and angry voice. Which lega- 


cy will you leave to your children?—WN. Y. 
Chronicle. 





































A postscript to the Prospectus states that 
‘‘The Southern Friend is not started in any 
spirit of opposition to the Philadelphia Friend 
or Friends’ Review, but rather to supply their 
places, while we are debarred the privilege of 
receiving them.” 

nae sntaliilllbidinicrtiy 

“ Sounp Worps.”—-The importance of using 
proper language in exhorting to faithfulness 
in that which has been committed unto us, was 
recognized by the Apostle Paul, when he coun- 
selled Timothy to “ hold fast the form of sound 
words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith 
and love which is in Christ Jesus.” We were 
“ put in remembrance” of this text by hearing 
a Minute, in a recent Quarterly Meeting, which 
instructed a Committee to continue its visits to 
a Monthly Meeting, for the purpose, amongst 
other objects, of “ enforcing the Discipline.” 
The term “enforcing” struck the writer as a 
harsh and unusual one, and inappropriate on 
such an occasion. An examination of seven 
Books of Discipline confirms this impression. 

The word “ enforcing” is not to be found in 
any of them, in connection with the proper 
management or application of our rules. The 
due “ support,” and “ maintenance,” and “ car- 
rying on” of the Discipline are often recom- 
mended, and we are advised that it “ be kept 
up and managed in a spirit of love and wisdom,” 
and that “ greatly would the Christian Disci- 
pline established amongst us, if thus exerted 
in divine wisdom and zeal, contribute to pre- 
vent the growing evils,” &c., and to “ gather 
again those who are gone astray.” 

People talk of “enforcing the laws” of a 
city or State, or of the Nation, because, if op- 
posed, they are ultimately to be carried into 
effect by force. This is not the case in our pro- 
ceedings under the Discipline. In the Quar- 
terly Meeting alluded to, the true nature and 
spirit of Christian Discipline were very im- 
pressively and instructively set forth, in ac- 
cordance with Apostolic direction :—“ Breth- 
ren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which 
are spiritual restore such an one in the spirit of 
meekness ; considering thyself lest thou also 
be tempted.” The firstand great object of deal- 
ing with offenders ought, undoubtedly, to be 
their restoration, and it is advised “ that where 
any transgress the rules of our Discipline, they 
may, without partiality, be admonished and 





FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 





PHILADELPHIA, ELEVENTH MONTH 12, 1864. 


“THE SOUTHERN Frienp.””—Our friend, John 
B. Crenshaw, proposes to issue, semi-monthly, 
in Richmond, Virginia, a paper with the above 
title. Each number will contain 16 pages, 
octavo, and the price is fixed at Twenty dollars 
for one year, to be paid in advance. 

We have received 8 pages of the first num- 
ber, the bearer of these having left Richmond 
before the other half was set up. In the Pros- 
pectus, J. B.C. says: “ Having long felt deeply 
impressed with the importance to Friends in 
the South, of a periodical, I apprehend it is 
right for me to offer to attempt such a publica- 
tion, provided it is approved by Friends, which 
will be best manifested by the number of subscri- 
bers, to ascertain which, I now solicit the 
prompt and active co-operation of one or more 
Friends in each Monthly Meeting, in obtaining 
subscriptions amongst Friends, and others.” 

One-half of the paper is to be “devoted ex- 
clusively to the re-publication of the standard 
works of our Society, and the remaining eight 
pages to religious, literary, and agricultural 
subjects, with a column devoted to the pub- 
lication of such laws, State or Confederate, as 
have reference particularly to the Society, to- 
gether with the action of any meeting of the 
Society in reference thereto.’’ Every thing of 
a political character is to be strictly excluded, 
but a concise statement of news is to be given 
Without expressing any opinion thereon. 
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sought in the spirit of love and divine charity, ged 19 penne, 2 ani and 23 ave On the 
: 1 . evening of the 18th, she seemed to think her time 
so that it may be seen by all, that the restoring | Was short, which, at first, appeared to cause her 
spirit of meekness and Christian love abounds, ' anxiety of mind, in considering whether she was’ 
before church censure takes place, and that a) pact: Tesn it exercige or mind, and feeling 
Gospel spirit is the spring and motive to all our | a her close was near, she said to her parents,— 
: ata 3 . “Tt seems trying to part with but I am willin 
rf in wor- ying to p you, ba 8g 
me ee as well in Discipline = to go, and I hope we will all meet again in heaven.’ 
ip. ate nieaianeie pascal 
The word enforcing, in its general and usual | ae eet of the scene ara ar vey eeie = 
: é wees e corner 0 an err s., on 7 
acceptation, is so obviously out of harmony with | day the 12th inst., at half past 3 ieléek. A fall 
the spirit thus inculcated, and with the character , attendance is requested, to organize for winter duties. 


. . . . ——~-s0___—___ 
of the duties to be performed, and the injurious} The Clothing Committee of Friends’ Association 


tendency of its use is so apparent, that we | for the Relief of Colored Freedmen, are now prepared 


, :, : | to furnish cut-out clothing to be made np, gratui- 
trust care will be taken not to employ it In tously, for the Freed people in the South. "Applica 





future. tions for the same should be addressed to John W. 
- —— Cadbury, No. 501 Cherry Street, up stairs. 
MarrieD, at Friends’ Meeting, Cedar Creek, Iowa, J. Wistar Evans, Chairman. 


on the 13th of the 10th month, 1864, Jostan W.| Philada., 11th mo. Ist., 1864. 
Winstow, son of Matthew and Anna W. Winslow, . 
to Anna J. Frazer, daughter of Alson G. and Han-| Wanrep, a Young Female Friend, to assist the 
nah Frazer, the latter deceased. Matron at the Orphan House at Hampton, Va., and 

to to make herself generally useful in that institution. 


Diep, on the 27th of 9th month, 1864, near Balti- me arene ~ — aaa Filbert 8 t 
more, Mary Hinspatr, widow of Nenry Hinsdale, ‘aad : ae th Fifth St ce % 
of New York, aged about 78 years. She was early an - ’ ° 
drawn by her Saviour’s love, to seek and serve Him, 
and being desirous of joining some religious society, For Friend’s Review. 
she attended for a short time the meetings of several THE CAPACITY OF AFRICAN CHILDREN. 


denominations, without finding that comfort which * . 

she desired. She was then drawn to the Society of | A letter to the editor of the Advocote and 
Friends, was soon admitted a member, and was ever| Guardian, N. Y., from Natal, South Africa, 
after attached to its testimonies, regarding them as contains the following testimony to the intel- 
a hedge about her, and a firm believer in its doc- ‘ 

trine of salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. lectual capacity of the native children :-— 

Her health was always delicate, and during her long “ Now for some history of our schools here. 
life, she scarcely ever experienced one day of unin-| Tho children vary in number at the different 
terrupted health. In her latter years she was sel- y 


dom able to attend meetings, but encouraged others | stations ; ” one of the schools, there is a mix- 
to do so, and was anxious that none should be pre-| ture of Kaffirs, Zulus, Hottentots and Bush- 
vented by attendance upon her. At times her suf-| men, with an occasional child in whose veins 
ferings were very great, but a murmur or complaint | ryns some Dutch or English blood. The school 
scarcely ever escaped her. Her desire was often! pours are much the same as with you, the chil- 


expressed that she might be enabled patiently at : ‘ 
cheerfully to bear every affliction laid upon her, dren going home at noon to eat their corn por- 


and her prayer was granted. Her patience, love and | ridge or mush. Of course, food is very abun- 

faith in her dear Redeemer, were preserved to the dant for them here. When they come into the 

last, and she gently passed away, having previously | stations the parents clothe them as well as 

expressed a humble hope, that it would soon be their means will allow, and in general, we 
granted her to enter into rest. . ; 

manage to have them quite neatly dressed, by 

——, on the 10th of 9th month, 1864, Witurs B.,| siving them a dress or shirt, in exchange for 


aged 2 years, 8 months and 25 days; and on the : ; ’ 
13th of the same month, Mary F., aged 10 months, | chickens, —e potatoes, pumpkins, &c., of 
which they raise an abundance. 


children of John Br and Judith A. Crenshaw, of , . ‘ 
“ At nine the children come in as the 


Henrico county, Virginia. 
—, at Fairmount, on the 26th of 10th month, bell calls them; each makes a bow and says, 


1864, Miicent, wife of Isaac Stanfield, in the 43d | ‘ Saka bona,’ and takes his seat. They then 
year of her age; a member of Back Creek Monthly | sing, for they know many songs in both Zulu 
Meeting, Indiana. and English; then they repeat the Lord’s 
, at the residence of her uncle, Harvey Der-| prayer, and their lessons begin. 

byshire, on the 24th of 9th month, 1864, Minerva| “I wish the good people in America, who 
E. Austin, aged 31 years, 3 months and 24 days; @| think Africans below white people in talent 


member of Salem Monthly Meeting, Iowa. Her ‘ ; y 
amiable deportment, regular attendance of our reli- and quickness, would just take 0 Sule echoes. 


gious meetings, and peaceful close, are sources of | Uf course, there are stupid ones, but in the ex- 
pleasant remembrance by her friends. perience I have had, as a whole, they are much 
——,fon the 22d of 9th month, 1864. at the resi- | (uicker in learning, than most white children. 

’ ’ * . 
dence of J. T. Outland, Parke county, Ind., Saran | Lhose who have been regularly in svhool, can 
E. Tuomas, daughter of John and Smithy Thomas, | all read Zulu, down to children five years old ; 
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and most of those over ten, can read English 
also. All can write, better or worse, some of 
them very well. They can repeat the whole 
multiplication table, and do a sum in fractions 
or reduction as fast as their pencils can fly. 
They are taught marching, clapping hands, &c., 
and the discipline, as far as possible, is the 
same as in our public schools at home; they 
also study geography and Bible lessons. There 
are many of them who will repeat a bymn or 
psalm without a mistake, after hearing it once 
read; and they will even learn in that way, a 
song in English, although they do not under- 
stand the words. The other day I saw a girl 
about ten years old, take the book and learn 
the first seven Psalms in less than half an 
hour, repeating the whole without any prompt- 
ing, as fast as she could speak. You can see, 
then, that the difficulty in our industrial schools 
does not consist in the children being ‘ poor 
stupid things,’ as many suppose.” 

EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF WESTERN 

YEARLY MEETING or FrrienpDs, 1864. 


At Western Yearly Meeting of Friends, held at 
Plainfield, Hendricks County, Indiana, Ninth 
Month 19th, 1864. 

(Concluded from page 15%.) 

The Book and Tract Committee report as 
follows, which is satisfactory. 

[Suggestions made in the report were ap- 
proved, and a new appointment was subse- 
quently made. ] 

“ At the time of our last annual report, there 
were in the depository 6,729 pages of Tracts. 
We have since purchased of the Central Book 
and Tract Committee of Indiana Yearly Meet- 
ing 362,400 pages, and from the Tract Asso- 
ciation of Friends in New York 3,200 pages, 
and 200 packages of children’s tracts, making 
a total on hand last year and since purchased, 
of 372,329 pages, and 200 packages of chil- 
dren’s tracts. We have distributed to Monthly 
Meetings’ Book and Tract Committees, 356,400 
pages, and 182 packages children’s tracts; and 
to individuals 6,729 pages end one package of 
children’s tracts; leaving in depository, Ninth 
Month 14th, 1864, 11,200 pages, and 17 pack- 
ages of children’s tracts.” 

The subject of memorializing the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the States of In- 
diana and Illinois, on the repeal of laws im- 
posing disabilities upon colored people, having 
been brought under consideration, it was the 
sense of the Meeting that it would be right for 
us to intercede with the Legislatures of those 
States, in behalf of that people, and the follow- 
ing Memorial has been adopted. for that object. 

[Six Friends were appointed to attend to the 
presentation of the Memorial. ] 

The Indian Committee have made their an- 
nual report as follows. The report was satis- 































factory, and the Treasurer of this Meeting is 
directed to pay to the Treasurer of that Com- 
mittee $400. The Committee is continued, 
and encouraged in the performance of our duty 
towards these people. 


“To tHe YEARLY Mreerine :—The Mission 


School among the Kansas tribe of Indians has 
still been sustained. The whole number of 
Indian children that have been admitted since 
its organization is 58, varying in age from 4 to 
17 years; but owing to the irregular attend- 
ance, it is impossible to give a correct average. 
Our first scholastic year closed on the 30th day 
of Fourth Month last. The progress of the 
pupils was quite as good as we could have 
hoped for at that time. Ten were engaged in 
reading, thirteen in writing, and twenty in 
spelling. 


Since the commencement of the present year, 


we have had 29 pupils in attendance. One 
discouraging feature in the work is the insta- 
bility of the Indians in keeping their children 
at school. Our superintendent informs us that 
all those reported last year as reading, have 
left the school, and will not probably return. 
Their places have been mostly filled by those 
termed “ half-breeds,” who bad attended school 
a little at the Pottowattomie Catholic Mission. 
There are now eight that can read—five in 


Willson’s 2d Reader pretty well, and three in 
Willson’s Ist Reader imperfectly. Four that 


could read have recently left the school—two 


of them will probably return. Nearly all can 


repeat most of the multiplication table, and 


some of them have made some progress in 
Mental and Practical Arithmetic. They have 


received instruction in writing and geography. 
Their conduct has been uniformly as good as 
we could expect. The larger boys have been 
quite serviceable on the farm, and the girls 
about the house. 


The health of the family and school had 
been good, with but little exception, until re- 
cently the measles were introduced into the 
school, and proved very malignant in its form, 
and four of the Indian children have died. 

We have appropriated from the Treasury of 
the Yearly Meeting $50, to put guttering to 
the house to convey the water into a cistern. 
The funds due by the Indian Department to 
the Indian Mission, as per contract, have all 
been received for the past year, which, with 
the proceeds of the farm, have equalled the 
current expenses. The attention of the Com- 
mittee was directed last winter to the condition 
of avery considerable portion of the school 
fund upon which our work is dependent, about 
$18,000 of which is invested in Missouri bonds, 
which at this time are paying no interest. The 
failure to realize the interest on this amount 
curtails our fund about $1000. In anticipa- 
tion of this deficiency, an appeal to the benev- 
olence of Friends was prepared in the Fifth 
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Month last, a copy of which has been forward- 
ed to New England, New York, Baltimore, and 
Ohio Yearly Meetings. We hear that provi- 
sion was made by the two former to give the 
work some aid, but we have not received any 
definite report. 

Owing to the great advance in prices, and 
the failure above alluded to, we feel that un- 
less Friends of this Yearly Meeting come, with 
some liberality, to the relief, the work must 
fail, or be very much reduced in its operation. 

The Committee were united in proposing 
that $100 be appropriated from the Yearly 
Meeting’s Treasury for the use of the Commit- 
tee the ensuing year. 

JEREMIAH Haptey, Clerk.” 

Ninth Month 21st, 1864. 

The General Committee having charge of the 
concerns of the people of color, report as be- 
low. The changes proposed by the Committee 
are approved by this Meeting.* 

“Reports have been received from all the 
Branch Committees, by which it appears that 
Friends in the several Quarterly Meetings have 
extended care toward the colored people in 
their limits the past year, from which reports 
the following statistical account is taken. 


ist, The whole number of families in 


our limits, . Ruck a 576 
2d. No. of individuals, . 3242 
Professors of religion, . 613 
3d. No. of adults, od 1454 
4th. No. of a suitable age to go to 
ON he ee Pee ce 
Number that attended school the 
past year, . cat se te 
5th. Number of schools among them, 
varying from 2 to 12 months, . . . 15 
6th. Number that can read and write, 667 
7th. Number of First-day schools 
from 2 to 12 months, a ae 16 
8th. Amount of money paid for their 
Ws 3 ge te ee 
9th. In addition to what has been 
paid for their benefit, Friends have 
contributed for the assistance and re- 
lief of the Freedmen in money and 
clothing,. . . . . $9991 85” 


The General Committee on Education have 
made their annual report as follows, which is 
satisfactory. The Committee was continued, 


and the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings were | 


encouraged to a faithful performance of their 
duty on this subject, and the Committees are 
to make reports as heretofore. 

[The report shows 3207 members between 5 
and 21 years of age; 1565 have been taught 
in schools under the superintendence of Com- 
mittees of Monthly Meetings; 40 such schools 





[ * These refer to the appointment of an Executive 
or? similar to that in Indiana Yearly Meet- 
ing. 


have been sustained for various periods; 1002 
children have been taught by Friends; 493 
have not been so taught; no Friends’ children 
are growing up without literary instruction ; in 
20 Meetings there are no schools under the care 
of Friends. } 

“The scholars attending Friends’ schools re- 
gularly attend mid-week meetings, in company 
with their teachers, with few exceptions. 

The common branches of an English educa- 
tion are reported to have been taught in all 
our schools, and in some of them the higher 
branches, and in two the classics. 

The Holy Scriptures are used in nearly all 
our schools as a class book, and portions thereof 
have been read daily to the schools by the 
teachers, or otherwise. 

Our Committees make regular reports to the 
Meetings which appointed them, at least once 
a year. 

FRIENDS’ BLOOMINGDALE ACADEMY. — 
Western Branch reports, this institution has 
been in successful operation the past year. It 
has had 170 entries, 92 males and 78 females. 

The course of study has advanced in its 
grade, and the order, interest, and proficiency 
of the students have been satisfactory. 

There has been generally a cheerfulness in 
attending our religious meetings, and a com- 
mendable interest in Scripture instruction. 

The teachers employed during the past year, 
will continue in service during the next. 

Union QuarTer.y Meetine Hiau ScHoot. 
—Union Branch reports, that there have been 
about 200 receiving instruction in this institu- 
tion the past year. The general order and 
progress of the students have been satisfac- 
tory. 

The Scriptures have been used as a class- 
book, and a portion thereof read to the school 
daily by the teacher. 

Farmers’ Institute.—Concord Branch re- 
ports, that this high school, under the care of 
a Committee of Greenfield Monthly Meeting, 
has been kept up to satisfaction, and has been 
attended by 98 students. The progress of the 
students has been equal to that of any pre- 
vious year, both in science and religious im- 
provement. 

The school will be under the care of the 

same teachers and superintendents the coming 
ear. 
Honey Creek QuARTERLY MEETING ScHOOL. 
—Honey Creek Branch reports, that the Quar- 
terly Meeting has established a school with the 
above title, at New London, Howard county, 
Indiana, under the care of a Committee of the 
Quarterly Meeting. 

The object of establishing which, is to afford 
facilities for acquiring a thorough and liberal, 
guarded and religious education in the higher 
branches. 

The school will be under the care of William 
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P. Pinkham, as Principal, and will be opened 
the 27th of Ninth Month, 1864. 

The Committee were united in proposing to 
the Yearly Meeting that in consequence of 
death and removals, they think it best to ap- 
point a new Committee. 

By direction of the Committee, at a meeting 
held Ninth Month 20th, 1864. 

Joun Newttn, Clerk.” 


Sixth-day Morning, Ninth Month 23d.— 
The Committee appointed at a former sitting, 
proposed names of Friends, for a Committee 
on the revision of the Book of Discipline, and 
they are to report to next Yearly Meeting, 
what emendations and additions to our Book of 
Discipline they think necessary. 

The Committee entrusted with the manage- 
ment of First-day schools and Scriptural in- 
struction, have reported as below, which is 
satisfactory. 

“ We have received reports from the Branch 
Committees of all the Quarterly Meetings, ex- 
hibiting the condition of the schools in the 
different parts of the Yearly Meeting. The 
following summary is compiled from these re- 
ports: It shows an increase of numbers over 
previous years attending our schools. 

Several of them have been continued through- 
out the year. Our libraries have received an 
increase of near 2000 volumes during the past 
year. 

One of the reports states that a Mission 
School has been in successful operation within 
its limits, attended by individuals who rarely 
or never attend any place for religious worship. 
Information is also received that labor has been 
extended in this direction in some of the other 
Quarters. Friends were encouraged to avail 
themselves of all right openings for service in 
this interesting field of labor. 

One of the reports expresses a concern that 
we may ‘labor to bring the subject of Scrip- 
tural Instruction nearer a standard of perfec- 
tion. That our children may indeed set their 
hope in God, not forgetting his works, but 
keeping his commandments.’ ” 


on Fifth-day preceding the third First-day in 
Ninth Month: 


The Meeting for Sufferings, be held at 10 o’clock, a.m. 
The Yearly Meeting for Ministers and Elders, at3 P. M. 
o . for Discipline, 6th day, at 10 a.m. 
- e for DivineWorship, 6th day, 2P.m. 
“ ws sc « lst day, 10 a.m. 
lst day, 3 P.M. 
” a2 ss 4th day, lla.m. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Fifth-day—Book and Tract Committee, 6 P. M. 
Sixth-day—Indian Committee, 6 P. M. 
Seventh-day—Education Committee, 4 P. M. 
Second-day—First-day School Committee, 4 P.M. 
Third-day—Freedmen Committee, 4 P. M. 
Fourth-day—Bible Association, 4 P. M. 

And that the Meeting at White Lick be suspended 

as a Yearly Meeting appointment.” 























“ “ “ “ 


The Committee appointed to prepare respond- 
ing Epistles to other Yearly Meetings, have 
produced one for each of the following Yearly 
Meetings, viz.: London, Dublin, New England, 
New York, Baltimore, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Indiana and Iowa; which have been read and 
directed to be recorded. 

Having disposed of the business that has 
come before us, we can recur with much grati- 
tude to the favors we have experienced on va- 
rious occasions, from the Great Head of the 
Church. May .we return to our respective 
homes, under a continued sense of His love 
and mercy. 

The Meeting concluded, to meet at the ap- 
pointed time next year, if consistent with the 
Divine will. 


BarnaBas ©. Hosss, Clerk. 





BENZINE AND BENZOLE. 


A New York correspondent, O. H. K., re- 
quests us to point out the difference between 
benzine and benzole. 

There are 68 elementary substances at pres- 
ent known, and these combine with each other 
in various ways to form all of the thousands of 
substances which exist on this earth. The 
compound substances are generally entirely dif- 
erent in their properties from the elements 


: = which unite toform them. For instance, nitro- 
[T he number of First day schools under the gen and oxygen are mechanically mingled to- 


superintendence of Committees of Monthly gether to constitute the air we breathe, but 
Meetings is 61; pupils in attendance 4299;|if these same elements are chemically com- 
members 3325; teachers 325; and the number|pined in certain proportions they become ni- 
of heads of families attending and participating | tric acid, a liquid of such corrosive power that 
is 955. No Meeting within the Yearly Meet-| jf a single spoonful was introduced into the 
ing is without a First-day school. ] lungs of any person it would burn them toa 
The Friends appointed at the first sitting, to | cinder. 
produce to this, what changes will be advan-| Most of these elements combine together in 
tageous in the time and order of holding our|only a very few proportions. For instance, 
Yearly Meeting, have reported the following,| carbon and oxygen in only two, one atom of 
which is satisfactory, and adopted by this Meet-|carbon combining with one of oxygen to 
ing, and the changes are made accordingly. form carbonic oxide, and one atom of carbon 
“The Committee have conferred together,| combining with two atoms of oxygen to‘ form 
and after a free interchange of sentiment, were| carbonic acid. It is beyond the power of the 
united in proposing to the Yearly Meeting, that! chemist’s art to induce these two elements to 
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combine chemically without the presence of a 
third element, in any other proportions but 
these two. Hydrogen and oxygen also com- 
bine in only two proportions. One atom of 
hydrogen combines with one atom of oxygen 
to form water; and one atcm of hydrogen com- 
bines with two atoms of oxygen to form the 
deutoxide of hydrogen, a sweet liquid wholly 
unlike water. 

But carbon and hydrogen in their combina- 
tions with each other stand out asa remarka- 
ble exception to the general law They com- 
bine in hundreds of different proportions, form- 
ing as many substances, each with its distinct 
and peculiar properties. There are several 
series of hydro-carbons, and the series which 
has been most studied is the coal-tar series. 

When bituminous coal is subjected to a high 
heat under shelter from contact with the air, 
it undergoes destructive distillation; it is de- 
composed, and the elements of which it is consti- 
tuted enter into new combinations, to form 
new substances. The kinds of substances 
formed vary with the temperature at which the 
destructive distillation takes place. Ata bright 
cherry red are formed the hydro-carbons which 
mechanically mixed constitute illuminating gas 
and coai tar. Some of these are so volatile as 
to retain the gaseous form at ordinary temper- 
atures, and all of the others are condensed in 
the form of tar by passing the vapors from the 
retort through cold water. Among the most 
volatile of the coal-tar hydro carbons is benzole. 
This substance has the property of crystalizing 
at a temperature of 32°, and can therefore be 
easily separated from the mixture. It is a very 
volatile liquid, and is a powerful solvent of 
gums, oils and resins. This property adapts it 
for use in making varnishes. It is from 
Benzole that the coal tar dyes are made. By 
treatment with nitric acid and nascent hydro- 
gen, it is converted into aniline, which by oxi- 
dation is changed to magenta, solferino, and the 
others of these brilliant and beautiful colors. 

Petroleum consists of hydro-carbons, only two 
or three of which have yet been separated from 
the mixture. It has recently been stated in 
England that a trace of benzole had been found 
in some specimens of petroleum, but other 
chemists have been unable to obtain it. 

The benzine of our markets at the present 
time is merely the most volatile portion of pe- 
troleum. If it contains any benzole it is only a 
trace, and not enough to modify its properties. 
It is doubtless a mixture of various hydro-car- 
bons, and varies in chemical composition and 
in its properties with the different wells from 
which it is produced. Its power of dissolving 
gums and resins is much inferior to that of 
benzole, and hence its unsuitableness for ma- 
king varnishes. In the absence of benzole, of 
course no aniline, and therefore no aniline dyes 
ean be made from it.— Sci. American, 














































THE WESTERN RESERVE. 


Among the valuable vocabularies in the appen- 
dix to the new edition of Webster’s Una- 
bridged Dictionary, is a list of the noted names 
in fiction, and of the phrases most frequently 
encountered in reading, with explanations of 
their meanings. We give one of these expla- 
nations as a sample: 

“ The Western Reserve.—A name given toa 
region of country reserved by the States of 
Virginia and Connecticut at the time of the 
cession of the Northwest Territory to the 
United States. Disputes arose after the war of 
the revolution between several of the States, 
respecting the right of soil in this territory, 
which were only allayed by the cession of the 
whole to the United States, Virginia reserving 
3,709,848 acres, near the rapids of the Ohio, 
for her State troops, and Connecticut a tract of 
3,666,921 acres near Lake Erie. In 1800 ju- 
risdiction over these two tracts was relinquished 
to the Kederal Government, the States reserving 
the right to the soil, and disposing of it in 
small lots to settlers (from which sales Connec- 
ticut obtained her magnificent school fund); 
while the Indian titles to the rest of the soil 
were bought up by the general Government. 
In 1799 the Northwest Territory was organized, 
and in 1803 Ohio was admitted as a State into 
the Union.” —Sci. American. 





A PerririeD BeE-TREE.—The Grass Valley 
National, of California, says:—‘‘ There was 
found a few days since, in the diggings of John 
Chew & Co., on Buckeye Hill, in this county, 
between Greenhorn Creek and Chalk Bluff 
mountain, a bee-tree, with a large bee-hive, 
honey and bees, all petrified. The remaining 
portion of the tree in which the bee-hive was 
found, is 23 feet in diameter, and 40 feet long. 
Chew & Co. found the petrified bee-hive 75 
feet beneath the surface, while piping their 
claims. The bee-hive is no matter of fancy, 
but of pure demonstration. Before us is a 
sample of the comb full of honey, all petrified. 
The normal thickness of the comb, the dupli- 
cate of cells, with their invariable hexagonal 
shape, are all before us as distinctly as if a 
fresh piece of honey-comb, all dripping and 
just cut from the box, had been brought and 
placed before our eyes on a sheet of paper.” 

There is, of course, some glory in the things 
of the world ; and the mind will be enamored 
of this, till a superior glory is seen. Glow- 
worms are bright in the absence of the moon 
and stars: and the moon and stars in the ab- 
sence of the sun. But when that great lumi- 
nary rises, how glow-worms, and stars, and moon 
all disappear, lost in the blaze of his meridian 
glory. So it is with the world,—how important, 
how beautiful, how glorious it is, while the soul 
sees not the spiritual object of God. What is 
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there better or brighter to the worldling, than 
the world? Consequently his whole soul is 
engrossed by this It is his all. But when 
faith comes, a new world,—and what « world, 
—opens to his view! A man coming up from 
the mines, who had all his life lived there, and 
knowing nothing better than the objects he had 
seen below the earth, all at once beholding the 
glorious sun and a beautiful landscape, does not 
experience a transition really greater, than that 
of the Christian who has seen nothing, known 
nothing but worldly things, and who, at length, 
comes, by faith, to look at things spiritual and 
eternal. 


“Tt was the sight of Tby dear cross 

First weaned my soul from earthly things, 
And taught me to esteem as dross, 

The mirth of fools and pomp of kings.” 


It is not for the dark mind of the worldling,and 
scarcely for the luke-warm professor, to im- 
agine the glory which an enlightened and warm- 
hearted believer sees in the cross of Christ. 


aids iiibeenabat 
HYMN OF TRIUMPH. 
ON THE 46TH PSALM.—(COMPOSED A. D. 1530.) 


God is the city of our strength ! 
Our hearts, exulting, cry ; 
He is our bulwark and defence,— 
Our arms for victory ; 
He helps our souls through each distress 
TLat meets us in the wilderness. 


Satan, the old malignant foe, 

Now works, with purposed mind, our woe; 
Perfidious cunning, fiendish might, 

He bears as weapous for the fight ; 

Whilst equal, none on earth bas he, 

To struggle for the mastery. 


By human strength and human skill 
No worthy wreaths are won; 
Abandoned to ourselves, we sink 
In wretchedness undone. 
Yet in our cause a Champion stands, 
A Champion true is he, 
Whom God hath chosen for the fight, 
Our Lord and Chief to be. 
Say, dost thou ask his peerless name? 
Jesus our conquering King we claim ; 
Lord of Sabbaoth !—God alone, 
And he must hold the field his arm hath won. 


What though the hosts of Satan stand 

In gathering legions through the land, 
Prepared to raise the victor’s cry, 

And whelm our souls in misery ; 

Yet fear we not the vaunting foe, 

Our conquering band shall forward go. 


Prince of this world ! thy hellish rage 
Shall ne’er our steadfast zeal assuage ; 
Thy power is fixed by Heaven’s decree, 
And here its ragings cease to be. 

Thy boast is vain; a breath—a word 
Subdues thee,—’tis the Spirit’s sword. 


The word of truth unbort shall stand, 
In spite of every foe ; 
The Lord himself is on our side, 
And he will help bestow, 
Hie spirit’s might, his gifte of grace, 
Are with us at the needfal place. 


REVIEW. 


What though they take our lives away, 
Our lives we offer for a prey ; 
Though wealth and weal and fortune go, 
And wife and friends depart,— 
With all the tenderest ties that throw 
Their magic round the heart; 
And though the spoilers haste away, 
And bear our treasures hence, 
Since man is bat a child of clay, 
And heir of impotence,— 
It boots them not, their boast is vain, 
Their promised trophies fall ; 
Whilst, to the Christian, loss is gain, 
And heaven outvalues all. 
A glorious kingdom yet shall be 
His heritage or bliss, to all eternity. 


Honor and praise to God most high, 
The author of all grace, 
Whose love has sent us from the,sky 
His Son—to save our race. 
And to the Comforter of men, 
Let songs of praise be given ; 
He draws us from the ways of sin, 
And calls us home to heaven. 
Full well he knows that upward road, 
And joyfully he guides our pilgrim feet to God. 


Amen. LuTuER, 
————_9 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Forricn InreLuicence.—Advices from England 
are to the 26th ult. 


Great Britain.—The Lords of the Treasury re- 
cently sent a communication to the Board of Cus- 
toms, stating that an application had been made to 
the government for permission to ship 40 tons of 
coal on the United States Steamer Sacramento, to 
enable it to proceed to Flushing, Holland, and that 
in reply Earl Russell had informed the United States 
Minister that as it appeared that this vessel had been 
furnished with 873 tons of coal at Cork, on the 29th 
of 7th month, and with a further supply at Plymouth 
on the 17th of 8th month, it could not, consistently 
with the regulations on the subject, be permitted to 
be again coaled at any point in the United King- 
dom until the expiration of three months from the 
last mentioned date. The Commissioners of Cus- 
toms have issued a circular calling attention to the 
case of a supply of coal having been furnished a 
United States war vessel through an evasion of the 
law, and pointing out the penalties incurred by such 
anact. The coal, in this case, was shipped on a 
vessel:in a British port without a due clearance by 
the proper officers, and transferred to the United 
States vessel at sea. 

The financial crisis and new failures continued, 
but a tendency to a return of confidence was mani- 
fested by an improved tone in the English funds. 
The Times ascribes this toa gradual strengthening of 
the conviction in the mercantile world, that the ex- 
isting pressure in the discount market, however 
trying, involved but little danger to any but purely 
speculative establishments, or such as had traded 
ona credit to which they were never legitimately 
entitled. The weekly returns of the Bank of Eng- 
land for the 22d were more favorable than had been 
anticipated, showing a decrease in bullion of only 
£3,805, and in the reserve of notes of £51,835. 

The Solicitor General, Sir R. Collier, in the course 
of an address to his constituents at Plymouth, ad- 
verted in favorable terms to the decisions of the 
American Prize Courts, which, he said, had paid 
the greatest respect to the decisions of the British 
Courte and of their own, and on the whole their judg- 
ments had been well considered, and given with a 
desire to do justice. 
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A “strike” among the colliers of South Stafford- 
shire, had become somewhat alarming, 4 serious 
collision having occurred between them and the} 
police. 

A meeting had been held at Bradford on behalf 
of the Western Freedmen’s Aid Commission, pre- 
sided over by W. E. Forster, M. P.,and addressed by 
Levi Coffin. Resolutions were adopted in favor of 
the formation of an auxiliary society at Bradford. 


DenMARK AND Germany.—It was considered that 
the definite conclusion of a peace was likely to be 
the final result of the negotiations at Vienna, al- 
though the consideration of some minor questions 
still delayed it. 

It was semi-officially announced that Austria and 
Prussia will conduct the preliminary administration 
of the Duchies, until the assembly of legal advisers 
can finally determine the question of the succes- 
sion. 

It is stated that the Federal Diet has decided that 
a very considerable portion of the expense incurred 
for the Federal army of execution, and the civil ad- 
ministration in Holstein, shall be defrayed from the 
revenue of the Duchy. 

A motion to annex Lauenburg to Prussia, has 
been carried in the Senate of that Duchy. A semi- 
official Prussian paper says that Prussia is not in a 
condition to comply with these resolutions without 
further negotiations, since Austria, in virtue of trea- 
ties, is, in fact, co-possessor, and has, through the 
alliance, acquired moral rights which the Cabinet 
of Berlin will conscientiously respect ; and it adds 
that the people of Lauenburg may rest assured that 
Prussia, appreciating their frank and honorable ad- 
vances, will neglect no effort to meet their wishes. 

France.—It had been reported that the Bank of 
France was still experiencing a heavy drain of specie, 
but this was proved incorrect by the weekly returns 
of the 22d, which showed an actual increase of over 
3,500,000 francs in the cash on hand. 

The Emperor and Empress of Russia were at Nice, 
and it was supposed that the French Emperor would 
visit them there. 


Avustria.—It was reported that Count Rechberg, 
the Prime Minister, had tendered his resignation, 
and that it had been accepted by the Emperor. 


Iraty.—The Chamber of Deputies opened on the 
24th. A large number of members were present, 
including the late Ministers. The new Ministry laid 
before the Chamber the Franco-Italian Convention, 
and the diplomatic correspondence connected there- 
with, with a statement that they not only believe its 
sanction to be a political necessity, but are con- 
vinced that its benefits are immensely superior to 
its inconveniences. They acknowledge the sacrifices 
involved in a transfer of the capital, but think they 
are called for in the name of the national dignity, 
independence and unity, as the result will be the 
withdrawal of foreign troops from Italian soil, and 
the preparation of a satisfactory solution of the 
Roman question. A bill for the removal of the cap- 
ital to Florence was brought forward by Ministers, 
with a request that it might be declared urgent. The 
excitement in Turin had subsided, and the city was 
quiet. A meeting had been held by a society of 
working men in that city, at which a resolution was 
passed inviting them to maintain, in the present time, 
acalm and dignified attitude, and declaring that 
they would regard as a traitor to his country whoever 
should attempt to disturb public order. 

Garibaldi had declared himself opposed to the 
Franco-Italian Convention. Some of the newspa- 
pers which published his declaration, had been seized. 

Advices from Venetia represent that on the 16th 
ult., a band of about 40 refugees wearing the Gar- 
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ibaldian uniform, and carrying the tri-colored flag, 
made their appearance in the neighborhood of Udine, 
surprised the gendarmes at Spilimbergo and Mani- 
ago, and plundered the treasury of the tax-collectors. 
The inhabitants did not join them, and they soon 
withdrew to the mountains. Several arrests were 


made, but the leaders had not been captured at the 
last reports. 


Sourn America.—A severe commercial crisis has 
occurred in Brazil, and we have accounts via Great 
Britain of some very heavy failures, among them 
the largest banking house in Rio Janeiro, with lia- 
bilities stated at £5,200,000 sterling, and two others 
respectively £1,000,000 and £1,600,000. The fall of 
these caused a large number of smaller houses to 
fail. Another banking house is said to have held 
its ground during a drain of some days, paying out 
£600,000 steriing, and thus re-established public 
confidence in its solvency. During most of the 
panic, the excitement was such that the military 
and police were called out, and the troops occupied 
the banking houses. From Chili ‘ve learn that a 
Spanish war steamer, on its way to reinforce the 
squadron at the Chincha Islands, called at a Chilian 
port for a supply of coal, but was refused. The 
government, on this, published a declaration of neu- 
trality, which prohibits the exportation of any ar- 
ticle internationally recognized as contraband of 
war. In Peru, the act of Congress giving the Pres- 
ident power to declare war against Spain, kas not 
yet been carried into effect, and dissatisfaction pre- 
vails in some quarters that more decided steps have 
not been taken in this matter. The ministry asked 
Congress for extraordinary powers in present cir- 
cumstances, to carry out the measures proposed ; 
but this was refused, and deeming it impossible to 
conduct the public business in the face of opposition 
to every measure which they brought forward, they 
unanimously resigned. The revolution in the south 
of Ecuador is reported to be virtually at an end, the 
government having triumphed. 


* Mexico.—The reported surrender of Matamoras to 
the Imperialist General Mejia is confirmed. It took 
place on the 26th of Nioth Month. Cortinas and 
his forces there, submitted at that time to the Em- 
pire. It is reported that several of the Juarist 
leaders in the Department of Zacatecas have also 
given in their adhesion to the Imperial government 
and that Gen. Ortega’s command is completely dis- 
persed. The latest accounts from the western coast 
represent that an attack on Mazatlan by the French 
fleet was anticipated. 

Telegraph lines are to be established between the 
leading cities of Mexico, communicating with the 
United States by way of Texas. Another line is to 
connect the city of Mexico with Yucatan, and a 
submarine cable to be laid to Cuba. An earth- 
quake occurred on the 3d ult., causing consider- 
able damage in some quarters. 


Canapa.—An application was made before the 
Judges at Montreal, on the 2d inst., for a writ of 
habeas corpus for thirteen of the St. Albans bank 
robbers; but the application was refused, as the 
case was not out of the hands of the magistrate 
and no final commitment had been made. The 
public examination of witnesses commenced on the 
3d. Several of the accused have been fully identi- 
fied, and also a large amount of the money stolen 
from one of the banks. The counsel for the United 
States, after consultation, decided to proceed with 
one case, reserving the right to proceed with 
others, if afterwards found advisable: But if this 
one case be decided in favor of the surrender of the 
prisoner to the United States for trial, further pro- 
ceedings will be unnecessary. 
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Domestic.—The official report of the recent vote 
in Colorado Territory, on the proposed State Con- 
stitution, gives a majority of about 800 against the 
proposition. 

The official returns of the election of the 11th ult. 
in Pennsylvania, show 16 Union and 5 Democratic 
members of Congress undoubtedly elected; while 
three other Democrats are returned as elected, whose 
seats will probably be contested. In the present 
Congress the delegation is equally divided. The 
Legislature stands: Senate, 19 Union, 13 Demo- 
cratic, 1 contested; House, 61 Union, 36 Democratic, 
3 contested. 

The official statement of the public debt at the 
end of last week, shows the amount outstanding to 
be $2,017,009,515; an increase since the last month- 
ly statement of $61,125,799. The interest has in- 
creased to $56,646,000 payable in coin, and $28,- 
667,000 in currency—an increase of about $2,000,000 
of the former, and $1,500,000 of the latter; the en- 
tire interest being $85,313,606 63. The fractional 
currency has been reduced from $24,500,000, to 
$20,720,000. 

Many reports have been prevalent of intended 
Aaids from Canada upon different points of our 
northern frontier by bands of rebels and their sym- 
pathizers, which it was believed would be attempt- 
ed about the time of the Presidential election. On 
the 2d, Secretary Seward telegraphed to the Mayor 
of Buffalo, N. Y., that the Department had received 
information from the British Provinces to the effect 
that a conspiracy was on foot to set fire to the prin- 
cipal northern cities on election day. Extra pre- 
cautions, both military and civil, were taken, and 
special vigilance exercised at most points. General 
Butler was ordered to New York, to take command, 
under the assignment of Gen. Dix, commanding the 
Department of the Kast, of the troops detailed for 
duty in that State, to meet the emergency. He 
issued on the 5th a characteristic order, declaring 
the purpose of the sending of troops thither to be to 
preserve the peace, to protect public property, and to 
prevent and punish incursions into the borders; 
and that they were specially to take care that there 
should be no interference with the election, unless 
the civil authorities were overcome with force by 
bad men; also warning against attempts at illegal 
voting. Gen. Peck was sent to the frontier, and 
established his headquarters at Buffalo. General 
Hooker, commanding the Northern Departmeat, is- 
sued a circular from Cincinnati on the 27th ult., 
stating that he had information of intended organ- 
izations to interfere with the election, enjoining 
all military officers and requesting the civil author- 
ities and citizens to use vigilance to prevent or 
punish such attempts. Gen. Couch, commanding 
the eastern part of Pennsylvania, issued on the 1st 
an order relative to Southern refugees, deserters, 
&c., similar in substance to that of Gen. Dix, men- 
tioned last week. At Chicago, a conspiracy to raise 
an insurrection and release the rebel prisoners at 
Camp Douglas, near that city, was discovered on 
the 7th; a large number of arrests were made, 
and all those arrested had arms in their possession. 
Among them were several rebel officers. Large 
quantities of arms and ammunition were also seized 
in the houses of some of those arrested. 

At the time of our going to press, only very in- 
complete reports of the Presidential election of the 
8th had been received, but they were considered to 
indicate the election of Abraham Lincoln and An- 
drew Johnson by large majorities. Details must be 
postponed to next week. 


Mititary Arrairs.—The last reports from Gen. 
Hood’s rebel army represent that it had moved 


westward along the south side of the Tennessee 
river, and on the Ist inst., was below Muscle 
Shoals; and that a large part of it had crossed at 
Florence, apparently for an invasion of middle and 
eastern Tennessee. Gen. Sherman’s forces were in 
pursuit. It is reported that on the 3d, an attempt 
of Hood’s army to cross the Tennessee river at the 
mouth of the Blue Water, was repulsed by Sherman. 

The U.S. steamer Kearsarge arrived at New York 
on the 7th, from the West Indies, bringing informa- 
tion that the rebel steamer Florida was captured on 
the 7th ult., by the U. S. steamer Wachusett, in the 
Bay of San Salvador, Brazil. The capture was 
effected without loss of life on either side. The 
Wachusett was run into the Florida, damaging the 
spars and rigging of the latter, and the officer in 
charge, taken by surprise, then surrendered upon 
demand. Fifty-eight of the crew and twelve officers 
were captured with the steamer, the remainder be- 
log at the time on shore, and nine of them were 
brought to New York by the Kearsarge. 

The rebel ram Albemarle, lying in Roanoke river, 
near Plymouth, N. C., was destroyed on the night of 
the 27th ult., by a torpedo carried by a small steam- 
launch dispatched from the North Atlantic squadron, 
and commanded by Lieutenant Cushing, which suc- 
ceeded in passing the rebel picket-boats, and ap- 
proaching near enough to the ram to drive the tor- 
pedo under it. The explosion so injured the hull of 
the ram that it soon sank, but a shot from it destroyed 
the launch, and the crew were captured, except the 
commander and one seaman, who escaped to the 
fleet. A rebel dispatch of the 31st, states that after 
three days’ hard fighting, the U. 8S. gunboats passed 
up another channel and came down the Roanoke to 
Plymouth, passed the forts and dismounted all the 
guns in the harbor, when the rebel forces evacuated 
the place. 

The main body of Gen. Sheridan’s army was re- 
ported at Strasburg, Va., last week, in good condi- 
tion. Gen. Early’s rebel army was suid to be re- 
organizing at New Market, and to be receiving con- 
siderable reinforcements of conscripts. 


Rebel batteries have been established on the Ten- 
nessee river at Fort Harman, which, on the 30th ult., 
captured the U.S. gunboat Undine, after a contest 
of some hours. Two transports were capiured the 
same day. On the 4th two U.S. gunbuats attacked the 
batteries near Reynoldsburg, ou tie Tennessee west 
of Nashville, but were driven back, badly damaged, 
to Johnsonville, and being afterwards attacked by 
the batteries near that place, and their ammunition 
becoming exhausted, the boats were blown up by 
their crews, who took refuge in the fort at Johnson- 
ville. 

A dtspatch from Gen. Blunt, dated at Neosho, Mo., 
on the 30:h ult., says that on the 28th be overtook 
Gen. Price at Newtonia, and after a severe fight of 
three or four hours drove his forces from the field in 
coufusion. Price was said to be retreating towards 
Cassville. 

From the army of the Potomac we have no ac- 
count of any important movement. Considerable 
artillery firing occurred on the 5th, and at night the 
rebels made an unsuccessful attempt to recover some 
grouod taken from them the previous week. Aa 
agreement bas been made between Generals Grant 
and Lee, sanctioned, it is understood, by their re- 
spective superiors, by which prisoners on either side 
are to be permitted to receive clothing, blankets and 
supplies from their own authorities ; the velligerents, 
however, not being released from the obligation of 
clothing and feeding the prisoners in their hands. 
It does not clearly appear whether the details of the 
measure have yet been fully arranged. 
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